Larval Trematodes From Semisulcospira Snails In Kyungpook Province, Korea.
In an attempt to determine the incidence of the cercarial larvae of trematodes, Semisulcospira snails collected in Judong stream, an endemic area of Paragonimus westermani, in Kyungpook Province, Korea, were examined from 1965 to 1980. The infestation rate for cercariae in the snails was 5.4 per cent, but in 1970 dropped to 4.0 per cent and remained at the same level, 4.2 per cent, in 1975. It then decreased to 3.5 per cent in 1980. Seven species of cercariae, Cercaria incerta(Kobayashi, 1992) Faust, 1924, Cercaria nipponensis(Ando, 1915) Faust, 1924, Cercaria yoshidae(Osafune, 1898) Cort et Nichols, 1920, Centrocestus armatus(Tanabe, 1922) Yamaguti, 1934, Metagonimus species, Notocotylus magniovatus Yamaguti, 1934, and Paragonimus westermani(Kerbert, 1878), and five kinds of undeterminced cercariae were found. Of these, the most freqently emerged cercaria was Metagonimus species, folllowed by Notocotylus magniovatus. The least freqently emerged was Paragonimus westermani, with the rate of 0.04 per cent. The liberation rates in the five kinds of undetermined species varied from 0.04 to 0.15 per cent. In the monthly liberaton rates for cercariae, the highest rate was encountered in May, and decreased in the period from June to November. It then somewhat increased again in December. There was no correlation in the liberation rate for cercariae and length of snails. The results of this study indicate that the infestation of Semisulcospira snails with the cercariae of trematodes has decreased over the fifteen year period from 1965 to 1980.